NAME SCHOOL

In developing your answer, be sure to keep this general definition in mind:

 discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and
argument; {o present in some detail”

Part 11T

DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION

This question is based on the accompanving documents. The question is designed to test vour
ability to work with historical documents. Some of the documents have been edzted for the pm’posec
of the question. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and
any point of view that may be presented in the document.

Historical Context:

Since 1900, the mass media ‘n.aws apets. bocks. magazines, posters, photographs.

newsreels, radio, hhna. and televis have had a swmﬁccm influence on United
States history and on American society.

m

Task: Using information from the documents and vour knowledge of United State
history, answer the questions that follow each dsx.mnan in Par* A, Your answers to
the questions will help vou write the Part B essay, in which vou will be asked to

» Discuss the role that the mass media has plave d in zzmﬁ uencing United States
history and/or American society since 1900, Use b ] angzeﬁ;iu support
vour discussios
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Part A
Short-Answer Questions

Directions: Analyze the documents and auswer the short-answer questions that [ollow cach document in the
space provided.

Document 1A

Meanwhile, radio network officials had agreed that the annOUnCer of the presidential
b o;.rkfvst would be Robert Trout of the Columbia Broadeasti System'’s YWashington station,
ahme manager was Harrv C. Butcher. Two introductions were p-' epared: a formnal one by Trout;
olksy one by Buicher, Both were submitted {or review in the 3 ‘.'5 "E' ilome 'x\hc-me wortd
came promptly back that Roosevelt much preferred the folksv o '}a So it was that, at ten ¢'clock
in the evening of March 12, Beb Treuts mellow; voice teld some 60 mi J ion pwp?c seat r’fl hefore
nearly 20 million radios. that “the Pz esident wants io come into \fn.r home and sit at vour freside
for a little fireside chat.”
And Roesevelt did so.
Riding his richly resonant tenor voice, he came as a smiling and reassuringly confident visitor into
earhy 20 million homes o tell I ais § 'xcm:la there—a Buffa To 1ipping clerk, an elderly widow in Des
[GE‘IC;. awheat farmer on the Iligh Plains, a gas stadon operator in Birminghaiy, a secretany=iy Lu?g
in Memphis, an Oregon Iumbnrm"u* a Chicago factory worker. a Kanisas ”‘ﬂmre professor each in
i is or hier own dwellh ng piac@mf hat they ncccl have no fear. Everyvthing that ’md gone WTong was
being fixed up, and in a way that would kee ep things from going wrong again. . . .

££_fm

Sourca: Kenneth S. Davis, FDR: The Mew Daal Yezrs, 1933-1837, Random House, 1888 (edapisd)

Iz Accarding to this document, how did President Franklin Delano Roosevel: use the fireside chats on the
m.(ho to influence the -&n'mnc.‘.. people during the Depression? [1]

Score

Document 1B

As a result we start tomorrow, Mouday, with the opening of banks in the. twelve Fede rai
Reser\-‘e Bank cities — those banks which on first examinatiou b*, the T:easury h ave already be
PR

found to be all right." This will 1 be followed on uesc}av by the resumption of all 1 their ﬁmcvm 5
by banks already found to bc sound in cliiies w hmo there are ucocmvcc‘ cicnmchouse That
means about 250 cities of the United States. . . . , . o

Source: Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chag, March 12, 1833
] r
:

15 According to this document, what did the people learn about the banks during this, fireside chat? {1}

Score
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Document 2

Veteran radio reporter, Robert Trout. speaking about radio news programs in the 1930s:

-t was a standard eveuing ritual in houses: people would gather round these rather large
radio sots when the news came on, and nobody would talk v very much wutil it was over. They
listened to H. V. Kaltenborn bringing them coverage of the Spanish Civil War with the erackle
of the rifles in the distance. and cer"a_nl_\f nobody had ever En.,ﬂfd real gunfive on the air before.
Radic was m'mumg things rigl:t into people’s homes. and it was bcmmunf to atiect the way
pﬂoni {elt about what was gofug on m therworld. So whey on,eri ing amrorcam happened in
;_mm;e. the country was pi E’paz'ed to listen. Americans hed always ‘mm somewhat interested in

mopcu-mls but thev fust didn't feel that they were intimately affected by them. Now they
wWerg 2:15 u’.hE’CA.

When Hitler annesed Austria, we did a full hall hour of reports from Europe, with
correspondents in Parls, Berlin, Washington, and London, and me in New York, acting as what
would now be called an anchorman. Then in 1939 came the Czech crisis, which was a major

radio "vm t. and the country was enthralled by it all. They liste :‘d as much as they possibly
cot.aid Ve just took over the redio, doing minute-by-winute coverage, uzoummhzznz the
aﬁtentiou f the country. It was a great novelty then to be able to lear «omeaodﬂ' like Hitler
. or to lizar Neville Cham beriznn coming back from Munich and waving the e paper and
saying, “This means peace in our time.” To hear his actual words was amazing.
It's no exaggeration to sav that radic broughi the whole country together, all at the same

i3

instant, evernvone Js*ceniug o the same things. And the country tiked be_m‘ tied together that
wav. In the mom; ng prople would say, “Did vou hear the ‘c last 1 might? T)}d vou hear ilt]-?r
;z::e%:mg again? What was he talking about? Did vou hear them all cheering. ‘sieg heil® What
did you t think?® It was on the tip of everybody’s tongue. Peopi dida’t quite see, just vet, exactly

how all these things overseas were ever going to inti mmel\ affect their datly Bves. But it was the
greatest show tm) d cver been offered. . .

=

Souwrce: Psiar Jennings and Todd Brewster, The Cenfury, Doubleday, 1988

2 Based on this description by Robert Trout. state two impacts that radio had on Americans in the 1930s. 2]

\
{1}
Score
(2}
Score
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